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The smell of paint and the sight of  saw dust is once again found within our church 
building. Yes, bathroom renovations are underway. Rod Atkinson is working to  
remodel both  bathrooms to become handicapped accessible. Larger doors, an 
open floor plan, and appropriate railings will make this possible. New paint, floor 
covering, ceiling tiles, and hot water will also upgrade the restrooms.   This is all 
part of making our building more welcoming for our members and guests.  

         Bob Green 

The Stewardship of Hospitality 

Improving our Welcome 
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Pastor‟s Message 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.” Col. 3:17   
 

Goals and Growing 
     Every year the church council has an afternoon 
retreat during which we consider goals for the year. 
This year we set 8 goals: Commitment to prayer; 
Continue to make the buildings more welcoming; 
Invite people outside of church to attend functions 
with us; Send mailers at Christmas and Easter;  
Ask HS youth to „fill-in‟ when someone can‟t usher, 
read, or help with communion; Find places and 
ways to connect with members outside of church or 
Sunday morning; Young adult member establish a 
fellowship group; Plan more blended services. 
     Considering July the half-way mark, we re-
viewed our progress at our last meeting and con-
cluded that we are on track…with room to improve.  
    - A healthy prayer life is foundational to following 
Christ. All that we do is to be rooted in prayer, 
which is to be a spiritual practice of all Christians. 
While the council couldn’t speak to the level of 
commitment in regards to individuals, chairpersons 
have sought to begin and conclude meetings in 
prayer.  
     - We continue to make the buildings more    
welcoming through such projects as the bathroom 
renovation, re-landscaping of the Parish House, 
better signage inside and out, providing a parking 
lot (in progress), and general maintenance.  
     - The Pool Party hosted by the Preserving for 
the Future team was a wonderful fund-raiser that 
invited the Galva community to join the Messiah 
body of Christ. The Church Basement Ladies 2  
outing was another opportunity to connect the  
community to community life at Messiah Lutheran. 

     -  Hearing positive feedback on the Christmas 
mailers, we put together one for Easter and will 
send another out at Christmas highlighting our  
worship services. 
      - High school youth are sometimes forgotten or 
overlooked as people with wonderful gifts to offer. 
The process of engaging them in the ministry of 
Messiah is an ongoing process, as is finding ways 
to connect with members outside of church or  
Sunday morning worship. 
      - Speaking of worship, the services are some-
times adjusted to bring in more praise songs, 
sometimes opening worship with a collection of 
hymns. This summer we have opened Sunday 
worship with a single hymn. We are also using a 
simple hymn, sung over and over, as we bring forth 
our offerings. We welcome the gifts of various   
musicians whenever they are willing to help lead 
worship. 
      - The goal we have yet to move forward on is 
the young adult fellowship group. Like I said, we 
have made progress on our goals…with room to 
improve.  
      We set goals to help us grow, so we don’t    
become stagnant or complacent.  As Christians, 
we are always to be about growing in Christ—
individually as well as communally—to nourish,  
enrich and strengthen our relationship with Christ 
and to further his work on earth. 
      I pray this summer has been a good “growing 
season” for you in your walk with Christ. 
 

   See you in worship,  

   Pastor Linda 
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Gifts for Ministry 
06/30/10      Income:      $56,969  Expenses:   $67,334 
 

 
Preserving for the Future:  100 Years and Beyond Immediate: $ 9,625  Long Term:  $27,265 

Bulletin Announcement 

The Pool Party was held on Sunday, June 13th.   There were approximately 40 people in attendance.  $155.00 was 

raised for the "Preserving Our Future" fund. 

    (Will Thrivent match this? I will drop money off sometime soon.) 

  

We would like to thank:  Jim and Lynda Anderson, Andrew and Colleen Larson for their help.  A big thank you to those 

who donated baked goods:  Debbie Miles, Julie Thuline and Vicki Conner - it was greatly appreciated! 

Generosity Grows Faith    
 

Faith itself grows when we give generously and sacrificially. Thank you for your generosity of sharing. 
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In the Messiah Family 

 

Sunday, June 27, we welcomed Megan Rose Thuline 
into the Lord’s family through baptism.  Parents are 
Tim and Julie Thuline; grandparents are Bob and 
Cathy Thuline.   Megan’s sponsor is Ann Thuline. 

Welcome to the Family! Youth/Teen Topics  
 

Backpacks in Worship? 

That’s right!  Youth are invited to bring their backpacks 
to worship on Sunday, August 22, for a special blessing 

of Teachers, Students, and Backpacks. 

 

It‟s Confirmation Time! 

A meeting for parents only of youth in grades 6-8 will be 
held in Luther Hall on Tuesday, August 31, at 7p.m. 

Note of Thanks 
 

Mary Bivens, RN/BSN, Program Director of Intouch Adult Day Service of LSSI thanks Assembly participants, 
"I cannot even begin to express my gratitude for the HUGE donation of supplies Intouch received [at Assembly]. 
There was a huge assortment of items and so many basic cleaning and craft items. We are grateful for all of the 
office supplies and kitchen items as well. What a blessing to us. The Lutheran churches in Illinois showed a real 
spirit of generosity and sharing." 

      God's blessings to you,  Mary and the crew at Intouch. 

The Power of Praying for others  

 

Church 
& 

 World 

Bishops Mark Hanson and Gary Wollersheim; those in leadership positions; the Council and  
Committee members; Arusha Diocese in Tanzania; Arcot Lutheran Church, India; Randy & Carol 
Stubbs, All men and women in the Armed Services.  Congregations of the SW Conference who are 
in the call process.  

Health  
Concerns 

Jacob Baumgardner, Steve Bell, Amanda Bricker, Shirley Busse, Bernie Cromien, Jack Down, 
Kalleigh Gale, Kristine Hemphill, Kalie Hook, Emily Kavisch, Wendy Mass, Jay Morrell, Leann Nash, 
Tom Nelson, Kay Olson, Glenn Rushing, Pr. Paul Wolff, Forrest and Julie Woomer  

Home-
bound 

 

Lillian Cederberg, Ray Davidson, Darlene Holevoet, Olivia Hultgren, Esther Lindberg 

As a Christian courtesy before adding someone to the prayer list, please ask their permission first before           
submitting their name.  You may use the prayer cards in the attendance books and/or call the church office with 
your requests and updates.  Please do not put information on the attendance sheets.  Please update the church 
office- 932-3346. 

FIF reminder 
Remember to write a note or send a card to your youth 
to let them know you are praying for them, especially 
as they get ready to begin a new school year, etc.. 

 

Annual State Sales Tax Holiday for School Supplies/Clothing  
 

Legislation has been enacted to create an annual state sales tax holiday for clothing and school supplies.  
Local and home rule sales taxes will still apply to all items. 
 

From August 6 until August 15, residents will be able to purchase back-to-school items and only pay local sales 
tax. The five percent that typically goes to the state will be waived for these nine days. 
 

Traditional school supplies such as paper, notebooks, writing instruments and other office-type materials will be 
subject to the sales tax break.  
 

The tax holiday also applies to clothing items under $100 such as shoes, tops, bottoms, underwear and outerwear. 
Some specific items like school uniforms and limited athletic apparel are also on the approved list of sales tax holi-
day items.  
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In the Messiah Family 

Many thanks to all who donated in any way to this 
event. Because of your support this has been a great 
success for nineteen years. This accomplishment        
rewards all of us not only for the money made, but 
also for the cooperation of our church family working 
together for a good and caring purpose.  When we 
give willingly of ourselves, great things happen.   

We ask the community to support this project and 
we in turn are able to give back to the community.  
Giving freely of our God given gifts, we are able to 
benefit our church and areas outside of our own    
congregation.  

It is a part of stewardship, building our relationship 
with God by giving of our gifts and talents in response 
to the many blessings we receive. By doing so, we 
are able to do the work God calls us to do.   

Thanks be to God for all of you.  

     Bob Green 

 
Facts and Figures:   

 350+ people served; 34 helpers;    
 cooked 720 pork chops;   
 44 pies and 14 cakes/brownies donated;  
 used 15 gallons of ice cream;  
 consumed 30 gallons of drink; 70 cups of coffee;   
 had $45 in cash donations. 

 

Total income for the event           $2,827 
Expense for pork chops/buns           788 
Net  Total                                     $2,039    

 
Blessed to be a blessing: 
The Council designated $500 (25% of the proceeds) 
of the Pork Chop Sandwich Supper to be given to the 
Galva Food Pantry, Galva Fire Department, Freedom 
Fest, Southwest Conference Foods Resource Bank, 
and the World Hunger Appeal.  Each will receive 
$100.  We give because God gives. 

Pork Chop Sandwich/ Ice Cream Social
 July 3, 2010 

 
 

Don’t’ forget to recycle  
 your ink cartridges . . . 
 

 

This is an ongoing recycling project which helps to 
defray office expense. 
 

Old ink cartridges may be donated in the box in 
Luther Hall. 

    

“Light Bulb Moments”  
    . . .  by the E—Team 
 

 

During August — Growing in worship!      
 

 

How is your worship doing this summer?  It’s easy 

to get caught up in the busyness of the summer 

months.  Worship is the best remedy for a tired 

soul — it is the act of the abandoned heart adoring 

its God, the open heart pouring out its love toward 

God and communing with our awesome Creator.   

Only God can fully satisfy us.   
 

To quote St. Augustine, “Our hearts are restless 

until they find their rest in Thee.” 
 

When we allow the Spirit to move us to worship,  

our lives become more centered on Jesus and our 

Creator!   We’ll be exercising the faith practice of 

Worship — “I will bless the Lord at all times; his 

praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul 

makes its boast in the Lord;  let the humble hear and 

be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

his name together. “   Psalm 34:1-3  
 

 

Saved by grace, we share God’s love!   
   

  Look, Listen, Let the Spirit lead . . . 

OUR MISSION:   

To mobilize women to act boldly on 

their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

WELCA is collecting school supplies throughout  
August.  Donations may be left in a box below the 
LWR display or in the basket in Luther Hall. 
 

Take advantage of the State Sales Tax Holiday  
August 6-15 when you shop for school supplies for 
Lutheran World Relief. 



 

 

Ministry of Missions and Outreach 
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Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

„Camo‟ Quilts for our Troops In the Middle East 

 

WHERE DO LWR SOAP/KITS GO? 
 

Since 1945, U.S. Lutherans have  provided material resources by the ton for people  
in need around the world.  The quilts, kits and soap travel through a well-coordinated, 
intercontinental pipeline to get from your congregation to the men, women, and children 
who so deeply appreciate your gifts of comfort. 
 

1. U.S. Lutherans make and gather material resources and deliver them to LWR warehouses-in person, by post, 

truck or even by rail. 

2. Warehouse staff process, sort into categories and prepare the items for shipment overseas. Kits and soap are 

packed into boxes; quilts are compressed into plastic-wrapped bales. 

3. LWR partners, local faith and community-based organizations around the world, identify needs and submit  
requests for material resources. LWR coordinates shipping arrangements and the warehouse staff packs 
ocean freight containers and sends them to port. 

4. Containers are loaded onto an ocean freighter sailing to the port nearest LWR's partner — arriving 4 to 6 

weeks from the day it was ordered. 

5. LWR's partner confirms receipt of the materials and prepares them either for short-term storage or immediate 
delivery to remote villages, refugee camps, hospitals and disaster sites. Some items are kept in storage, 
poised for quick distribution in case of a later emergency, such as an earthquake or flood. 

6. LWR's partner conducts a fair and orderly distribution, ensuring that those in the greatest need receive the  

material resources, and reports the   results back to LWR. 

7. LWR staff make periodic site visits to monitor distribution systems of the partners and learn about the         

communities they serve. 
 
 

Haiti, Six Months Later: A Brief Update  
     July 12, 2010 — Six months after Haiti’s devastating 7.0 earthquake, Lutheran World Relief  remains hard at 
work assisting those who are still dealing with its aftermath and will be for years to come.  
     LWR, with a 14-year history in Haiti, is focusing the majority of its efforts on underserved rural populations. “We 
are in a transition period now, moving from immediate relief efforts into the rehabilitation phase so that rural fami-
lies can re-establish their livelihoods,” Wilson said.  
     Taking a long-term approach to rehabilitation and recovery, LWR plans to work with earthquake-affected com-
munities for five years. “This was a devastating crisis,” Wilson added. “Recovery will take a long time.”  
     LWR is part of the ELCA Disaster Response. As of May 12, 2010, $10.5 million in gifts have been        
received by ELCA Disaster Response. Thank you! 

What is a ‘camo quilt’?  Military-issued sleeping bags are bulky, hot and must be carried inside their back-packs.  
The “camo” quilt is made from camouflage cloth, like military uniforms—which means it can be used in the open, 
tied to the outside of a soldier's kit, leaving precious room inside for personal items.  Measuring 45” X 72” it can be 
folded into a15” wide roll-up like a sleeping bag with a handle.  Lightweight with cotton batting, it breathes in the 
extreme heat.  Volunteers make about 250-300 quilts per month to be given at no charge to troops in the Middle 
East.  Each quilt costs $20 for materials.  Volunteers work on the quilts at the Camo Quilt Project facility near     
Milwaukee; Pilgrim Lutheran Church offers space in their Ministry Center where a group of Lutheran Women     
Missionary League oversee the project.   Each quilt is packaged with a cool tie and a hand-made card. which gives 
information about the volunteer group and signed by volunteers.  There is no charge to the soldiers for the quilts.  
 

Galva American Legion Post #45 invites Messiah Lutheran Church to join in raising funds for the Camo Quilt     
Project for the Franklin Legion Post #387.  This project culminates with a meal at the Legion Hall Sunday, August 
22, 11 A.M. to 2P.M.  Go to church, then come on out and eat with your friends at the Legion! 
 

Questions about the camo quilt project should be directed to Carl Nelson, Commander of Post #45, 932-8144.  
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Bishop Hanson’s Letter on Immigration Reform 
July 13, 2010 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

 The time has come for immigration reform in the United States. Yes, the issues are complex and not 
easily resolved. It is understandable that people are wary of engaging this politically and emotionally charged 
issue. 
 Yet it would be tragic if we withdrew as people of faith and our voices fell silent. We have an opportu-
nity for evangelical witness to our faith in God who is present in the stranger and calls us to extend hospitality.  
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God" (Romans 15:7 
NRSV). 
The biblical witness is clear. The distinctions that so often divide humankind are overcome in Christ. By grace 
through faith on account of Christ we are joined together in a radically inclusive community. "For in Christ Je-
sus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26-28). 
 Because God mercifully extends gracious hospitality in restoring us to community, we have a clear 
calling. That call is heard in God's command to the people of Israel, "You shall also love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. ... Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among 
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your 
house" (Deuteronomy 10:19; 26:11). 
 Most, but not all, Lutherans in the United States are the descendants of immigrants or are recent im-
migrants. Others are descendants of slaves brought to this country or people who lived here before the arrival 
of the first Europeans and Africans. Our personal histories and faith stories are of an immigrant people mov-
ing in search of freedom, opportunity and safety. 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is being renewed by the faith and witness of new and 
recent immigrants. This year 23 of 41 new ELCA ministry starts will be in immigrant communities, and more 
than 100 African national ministries have begun in the past three years. 
 We cannot welcome people into the ELCA, however, without caring about their lives, their concerns 
and their experiences as newcomers in this country. For that reason the ELCA repeatedly has affirmed the 
biblical witness and our shared experience, culminating in an affirmation by the 2009 Churchwide Assembly 
"that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) are 
committed to work toward comprehensive [immigration] reform that balances respect for the law with the rec-
ognition of due process and respect for humanitarian principles." Stating that "the nation's immigration system 
is broken, and Congress and the administration must work together to find a just and humane solution while 
assuring orderly migration," LIRS identifies four foundational values for immigration reform: 

 keeping families together 
 maintaining basic human and worker rights 
 helping our new neighbors come out of the shadows  
 seeking a path to permanence for our new neighbors 

 

 As you serve in your communities, I commend to you resources for study and action (Toward Compas-
sionate, Just, and Wise Immigration Reform [2009] and other resources), the voices of immigrant families and 
believers, and the witness of the Scriptures.  
 The concluding words of the Message on Immigration (1998) remind us "that all of us in the Church of 
Jesus Christ are sojourners, 'For here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is to 
come' (Hebrews 13:14). As we journey together through the time God has given us, may God give us the 
grace of a welcoming heart and an overflowing love for the new neighbors among us." 
 

In God's grace,  
 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a%3d4233&srcid=18567&srctid=1&erid=514715
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Resolutions/Comprehensive-Immigration-Reform.aspx&srcid=18567&srctid=1&erid=514715
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Resolutions/Comprehensive-Immigration-Reform.aspx&srcid=18567&srctid=1&erid=514715
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http://www.lirs.org/sfw&srcid=18567&srctid=1&erid=514715
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Immigration.aspx&srcid=18567&srctid=1&erid=514715


 

 

Calendar of Events for August 2010 

Messiah Family Celebrations in August 2010 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                   1 
 

2 
 

3 

 
4 

8:30 AM Bible Study 
 

 

5 
1:00 PM   
Congregational 
Life 

 

6 

 
        7  

 

                               8 
 

9 
 
 
 

  10 
7:15PM 
Worship & 
Music  

11 
8:30 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Council  

 12 
7:00 PM Vision 
             Team 

13 
 

      14 

 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 AM Bible Study 
 

19 
7:00 PM  
Stewardship 

20 
Noon 
Newsletter   
deadline 

21 
 

22 
 9:15 AM  Back to School  
                Blessing 

23 
  

24 
 

25 
8:30 AM Bible Study 

26 
 

27 
10:00 AM  
Mailers  
 

 

28 
 

29 
10:20 AM Sunday School  
                Teachers Mtg. 

30 
  

31 
7:00 PM  
Confirmation 
Parents Mtg.  

SUMMER WORSHIP 
Saturday 5:30 PM   
Sunday   9:15 AM                                           
Fellowship 10:20 AM   

Office Hours: 
M—F 9AM—Noon       
                                      Unless otherwise noted  

August Birthdays 

2 Paul Carlson, Cal Larson 17 Ethel Smith, Barb Foster 

4 Beth Johnson 18 W. Eugene Larson, Alan Anderson 

6 Roger Anderson, Debbie Miles, Joe Novotny 19 Marion Johnson, Bart Engstrom 

7 Rebecca Bell 20 Gertrude Simmons 

8 Drew Larson 21 Evelyn Peterson, Alison Strand 

9 Ryan Benz 22 Teresa Kemp, Mary Ann Spiegel, Joseph Strand 

10 Mark Grant 26 Richard D. Hagerty 

11 Alison Rosander 27 Audrey Anderson, Lynette Yepsen 

12 
Alexandra Gustafson, Bethany Lee, Ronnie 
Peterson, Kelly Volkert 

28 Sarah Clark, Hannah Larson 

13 Nicole Byers 29 Jeff Edwards, Ron Hagerty, Evan Miles 

 August Anniversaries 

1 Brian and Cassie Ashley 20 Todd and Rhonda Bussell 

11 
Chuck and Melody Anderson 
Steve and Linda Nelson 

23 Stand and Cholly Kennaugh 

13 David and Evelyn Peterson 25 Kurt and Carrie Gustafson 

19 Joe and Connie Novotny   



 

 

Server Schedule for August 2010 

SATURDAY 7/31 8/7 8/14 8/21 8/31 

Saturday 
Accompa-
nist 

Madelyn Green Katie Anderson Darcy Jeffries Ann Larson Madelyn Green 

SUNDAY 8/1 8/8 8/15 8/22 8/29 

Flowers 
Sue Bell 

Susan Bell 
Joan Edwall 

Debbie Engstrom 
Julie Beeler 
Nikki Cone 

Elin Stephan 
Carol Stomberg 

Judy Kitterman 
Carol Ann Noble 

Acolytes Dexter Ingels James Hopping Collin Landis David Jeffries Trevor Melton 

Ushers 

Judy Anderson 
Roger Anderson 

Mark Kemp 
Tim Kemp 

Judy Anderson 
Roger Anderson 

Mark Kemp 
Tim Kemp 

Judy Anderson 
Roger Anderson 

Mark Kemp 
Tim Kemp 

Judy Anderson 
Roger Anderson 

Mark Kemp 
Tim Kemp 

Judy Anderson 
Roger Anderson 

Mark Kemp 
Tim Kemp 

Lectors Dr. John Green Judy Anderson  Pam Foley  Katie Anderson Mary Ann Spiegel 

Communion  
Assistants  
w/acolyte 

Mary Ann Anderson 
Lorrie Lord 

Mary Ann Anderson 
Lorrie Lord 

Mary Ann Anderson 
Lorrie Lord 

Mary Ann Anderson 

Lorrie Lord 
Mary Ann Anderson 

Lorrie Lord 

Coffee Hr.–  
WORSHIP  
& MUSIC 

tba Madelyn Green Carl Nelson Jack Engelsen Julie Beeler 

Non-profit Organization 
Postage Paid 
Permit no. 1 
Galva, IL 61434 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
 

317 SW Third Street 
 

Galva, IL 61434 
 

309/932-3346 
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T H E  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D 

 

 Bible Study—Wed.  8:30 a.m. 8/4, 11, 18, 25 

 Church Council 6:30 p.m. 8/11 

 Confirmation Parents Meeting 7:00 p.m. 8/31 

 Congregational Life i:00 p.m. 8/4 

 Newsletter deadline Noon, 8/20 (Friday) 

 Mailers meet 9:00 a.m. 8/27 (Fri.) 

 Stewardship 7:00 p.m. 8/19 

 ̧Sunday School Teachers 10:20 a.m. 8/29 

 Vision Team 7:00 p.m., 8/12 

  Worship & Music Committee 7:15 p.m. 8/10   

 

Special Sunday Events 
 
 

8/22 Back to School Blessing of School teachers,        
Students, and Backpacks 

 

9/5 LABOR DAY/LAITY WEEKEND — Wear your work 
clothes to worship 

 

9/12 RALLY DAY — Picnic and Games in the Park  


